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Acton Scott Historic Working Farm Museum,
Wenlock Lodge, Acton Scott, Church Stretton,
Shropshire, SY6 6QN

Tel: 01694 781306/7 Fax: 01694 781569
www.actonscottmuseum.co.uk

Email: actonscottmuseum@shropshire-cc.gov.uk

Secret Hills, Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre,
Ludlow Road, Craven Arms, SY7 9RS

Tel: 01588 676000
www.shropshire-cc.gov.uk/discover.nsf

Discover the wonders of the Shropshire Hills from
the splendour of the scenery to the complexity of
their history and heritage.

Travel T aformation
For bus and train information call: 0870 608 2608

Other walks:

Acton Scott Amble - Enjoy the 6'~ mile wander,
exploring the ancient Acton Scott Estate and the
charming Chelmick Valley.

Secret Hills Walks — Discover the secrets of the
Shropshire Hills. There are four great walks to chose
from, all starting from Secret Hills, Shropshire Hills
Discovery Centre.

In the Shadow of the Stiperstones —

Four inspiring walks exploring the rugged beauty of
the Stiperstones.

These walks have been produced by
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Published by Sustainable Managed Access Project. Photos by Gordon Dickins,
Nigel McDonald and Mike Ashton. Designed by MACreative (01743) 231261.
The publishers have made every effort to ensure the information in this
publication was correct at the time of printing. If you have any comments
regarding this publication please contact the Sustainable Managed Access
Project, Shropshire Hills Countryside Unit, Shropshire County Council, Shirehall,
Abbey Forgate, Shrewsbury SY2 6ND.

In the Middle Ages, Ragleth was also covered in
oak woodland. This would have provided wood
and timber for the local

villagers, and somewhere

to graze their animals,
especially pigs.

Follow the well-
—— defined path over
Ragleth Hill.

What a view! Ahead the Long Mynd on your left
is separated from Caer Caradoc on the right by
the Church Stretton Fault. The rocks of the Mynd
and Caradoc are some of the oldest in
Shropshire, around

560 million vyears
old.

Carved by the ice
sheets of the last Ice
Age, the valley has
been guarded by the fortress crowning Caer
Caradoc since the Iron Age. From Ragleth you
can clearly see the earth workings of the
fortification thought to be the
last stronghold of Caractacus, |
the famous guerrilla leader .
who fought the Romans in
51AD and from whom the hill
gets its name.

The Romans finally captured
Caractacus and took him to
Rome in chains of gold nice one

where the Emperor Claudius centurian!

was so impressed with him that he released him
and made him a free citizen!

The Romans also left
their mark in the shape
of the Roman road
“Watling Street”, which
passes  through the

Stretton valley. It is from
this that Church Stretton gets its name as the
“town on the street”.

Pass the northern peak and descend the
hill following the path as it curves to the
right. Cross the stile by the gate to
eventually join a track. Turn right onto the
lane, then left (signposted Chelmick).

At Chelmick, pass

|1

Chelmick Farm on
the left then take
the first track on
the right next to the
village green.
Notice the huge

old pollarded Ash
tree in the middle

of the green. You

are now on the be ready for g
ome

mwddg Fracls!
distance footpath from Cardiff

to Chester, passing through Shropshire.

Marches Way a long

Look to your left and you will see Wenlock Edge,
made famous in A.E. Houseman’s “Shropshire
Lad”. This long, wooded escarpment is made of



limestone 420 million years old that formed in a
warm shallow sea. The land you are standing on
now was south of the equator and underwater!
The rock is rich in fossilised corals and shells.

Go through the
gate ahead and
follow the edge
of the field
around to the
right. With the
hedge on your

left carry on to descend into Rag Batch a
small wooded valley crossed by a lively
stream.

Cross the ford at the bottom then go

[=p

through the gate on the left. Bear right
across the field to join the hedgeline
ahead of you. Go right at the bottom of
the field, then left, to cross a bridge and
through a gate.

7 Continue up the sunken path then field,
—— keeping the hedge on your left. Descend
another sunken path and go through the
bridlegate.

The  sunken  path
indicates that this track
predates many of the

surfaced roads around

Acton Scott. Imagine the — —— 7ol

i lanes are
Wagoner returning along Wﬂf?f(m@rs and ‘
this old lane from a day at 4 dics and 7

market in Church Stretton or

WALKS FROM ACTON SCOTT }ﬁ
WORKING FARM MUSEUM

Shrewsbury. Many of the trees in the hedgerows ACION SCOTT

HISTORIC WORKING FARM

and woods would have been used to make his
wagon. Elm, Oak
and Ash for the
wheels, ringed
with an iron
wheel rim
smelted using

. home | ,
coppiced Elntime for tou
Hazel. You can still see

these trees in the hedges along with Holly, an

excellent winter fodder for the Wagoner’s horses.

Cross the stile next to the second gate on

—— the left. Follow the track up the hill and go
through the gate ahead. Turn left to the
Museum car park.

Do not cross the stile on the left in the
hedge but continue along the lane for
approximately one mile, passing a lane on
the right to Ragdon. Go right at the next
junction, signposted Chelmick. Go to

point 5. — :
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